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Federal agents 
swarm 7-Eleven 
stores in 17 states, 
including N.J. 


Elliot Spagat 
and Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 


Seven immigration 
agents filed into a 7-Eleven 
store before dawn Wednes- 
day, waited for people to go 
through the checkout line 
and told arriving customers 
and a driver delivering beer 
to wait outside. A federal 
inspection was underway, 
they said. 

Within 20 minutes, they 
verified that the cashier 
had a valid green card and 
served notice on the owner 
to produce hiring records in 
three days. 

The well-rehearsed scene, 
executed with quiet effi- 
ciency in Los Angeles’ Kore- 
atown, played out at about 
100 7-Eleven stores in 17 
states, including New Jersey, 
and the District of Colum- 
bia. Officials said the roll- 
ing operation was the largest 
immigration action against 
an employer under Donald 
Trump’s presidency. 

The so-called employ- 
ment audits and interviews 
with store workers could 
lead to criminal charges 
or fines. They appeared to 
open a new front in Trump’s 
expansion of immigration 
enforcement, which has 
already brought a 40 per- 
cent increase in deportation 
arrests and pledges to spend 
billions of dollars on a border 
wall with Mexico. 

A top official at U.S. Immi- 
gration and Customs Enforce- 
ment said Wednesday’s oper- 
ation was “the first of many” 
and “a harbinger of what’s to 
come” for employers. 
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Christopher Kuemmerle, a group supervisor for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Homeland 
Security Investigations unit, watches as agents serve an employment audit notice at a 7-Eleven on Wednes- 
day in Los Angeles. Agents said they targeted about 100 7-Eleven stores in what officials called the largest 
immigration action against an employer under Donald Trump’s presidency. Chris Carlson, Associated Press 


STATEWIDE 


Jersey City, Asbury Park on board with pot revolution 


Payton Guion For The Star-Ledger 


With the marijuana legalization debate 
set to heat up this year in New Jersey, leaders 
in two of the state’s highest-profile towns say 
they have no problem with weed businesses 
in their cities. 

Should state lawmakers legalize recre- 
ational marijuana, count Jersey City and 
Asbury Park among those likely to be a part 


of what could eventually be a billion-dollar 
industry. 

On Wednesday, Jersey City Mayor Ste- 
ven Fulop tweeted that he and city officials 
would be working with the public to “clean 
up” zoning laws to clarify where dispensa- 
ries and grow facilities would be allowed to 
operate. 

Two top officials in Asbury Park also said 
they’re open to marijuana businesses in 


their town. Mayor John Moor and Deputy 
Mayor Amy Quinn said as long as it’s reg- 
ulated by the state they have no problem 
with marijuana shops in Asbury Park. 

“As long as it’s a state law, I would have 
no problem with it,” Moor said, adding that 
the city passed a resolution two years ago 
encouraging state lawmakers to legalize 
marijuana. 
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N.J. seeks 
to block 
Shore oil 
drilling 


Congressional lawmakers 
ask why Florida has been 
exempted from Trump plan 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Three dozen Senate Democrats, includ- 
ing Robert Menendez and Cory Booker of 
New Jersey, asked Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke to exclude the Atlantic coast from 
plans to expand offshore oil drilling. 

New Jersey lawmakers also questioned 
why drilling would still be allowed off 
the Garden State coast while Zinke has 
dropped plans to allow it off the Florida 
coast. 

Acting at the behest of President Don- 
ald Trump, Zinke proposed opening most 
of the area off the U.S. coasts to oil drill- 
ing, including the Atlantic coast that is off 
limits through at least 2022. 

The Interior Department’s new 2019-24 
five-year plan could allow drilling in more 
than 90 percent of the outer continental 
shelf, which encompasses the areas of the 
Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans. 

At risk could be a New Jersey tourism 
industry generating $44 billion annually 
and supporting 500,000 jobs, and a com- 
mercial fishing industry adding $7.9 billion 
a year to the state’s economy and creating 
more than 50,000 jobs. 

“This draft proposal is an ill-advised 
effort to circumvent public and scientific 
SEE DRILLING, 6 


When Jerseyans 
say ‘Do Not Call, 
we really mean it 


State has most telemarketer 
gripes in nation, FTC finds 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Even after registering your number on 
the U.S. Federal Trade Commission’s Do 
Not Call list, the phone calls keep coming. 

They’re even calling your cellphones or 
spoofing local numbers so you think it’s a 
friend or neighbor or even a government 
office seeking to reach out and touch you. 

But that’s not the case. It’s another tele- 
marketer. 

So you complain. And complain some 
more. 

Indeed, New Jersey residents, on a per 
person basis, griped more than anyone else 
during the 12-month period that ended 
Sept. 30, according to the FTC. 

“It could be that people are doing a good 
job of educating consumers about their 
rights and encouraging them to complain 
in New Jersey,” said Susan Grant, direc- 
tor of consumer protection and privacy at 
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